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PRESBYTERY of SANTA BARBARA 

Gracious Dismissal of Orchard Presbyterian Church, Ventura, 

Morro Bay Presbyterian Church, and Santa Ynez Valley Presbyterian Church. 

 

Inside you will find a summary of the work of your Presbytery Response Teams (PRTs), and 

their work with these three congregations.  This process involved well over 700 hours of 

work by the PRTs, Presbytery staff and Committee on Ministry.  A special thank you goes to 

these people for their time.  The Response Team reports are also posted on our website 

www.sbpres.org and will be available prior to the presbytery meeting. 
 

On February 8, presbytery will be presented with the request of these congregations, to be 

dismissed to ECO, a financial settlement has been agreed to by the PRTs and Presbytery 

Council; each Response Team report contains the terms of dismissal for that church (see 

Attachment 6 of each report). 
 

Westminster Confession speaks to the nature of the church:  "2. The visible Church, ... 

consists of all those throughout the world that profess the true religion, together with their 

children; and is the Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ;...3. ..to this ... visible Church, Christ 

hath given the ministry, oracles, and ordinances of God, for the gathering and perfecting of 

the saints, in this life, to the end of the world: and doth by his own presence and Spirit, 

according to his promise, make them effectual thereunto.  4. This Church hath been 

sometimes more, sometimes less, visible.  And particular churches, which are members 

thereof, are more or less pure, according as the doctrine of the gospel is taught and 

embraced, ordinances administered, and public worship performed more or less purely in 

them.  5. The purest churches under heaven are subject both to mixture and error: and 

some have so degenerated as to become apparently no churches of Christ.   

 

There is no pure church or denomination, but one church of Jesus Christ, made up of 

multiple denominations and traditions.  As we are invited to vote the final act of our gracious 

dismissal process, we wish to continue the bond of friendship and affection with these three 

congregations, and the mission and congregations of the Presbytery of Santa Barbara. 
 

We are reminded by Paul, Eph 4:4 "There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were 

called to one hope when you were called—  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  6 one God 

and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7     But to each one of us grace 

has been given as Christ apportioned it..." 
 

Let us continue to pray for those God is calling to stay PCUSA and those discerning whether 

they are called to another expression of reformed life together. 

 

Dr. Jan Armstrong, EP 

http://www.sbpres.org/

